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May 6, 2025 

 

Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Service 

Washington, DC    

 

   

Dental professionals urge HHS: 

End dental amalgam in government programs with the stroke of a pen 
   

 

Dear Mr. Secretary,   

  

As dentists and dental professionals, we advise you that dental amalgam (often deceptively 

marketed as “silver fillings”) contains mercury that threatens patients’ health, contaminates the 
dental workplace, and pollutes our environment – from tribal lands to military bases.  

  

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued a 2020 safety communication warning against 

amalgam use in children; women who are pregnant, planning to become pregnant, or 

breastfeeding; and people with neurological disorders, kidney impairments, or allergies to 

amalgam components.  In the wake of FDA’s warning, major U.S. dental manufacturers exited 
the amalgam business in favor of mercury-free products.  But the bureaucracies at HHS refused 

to change, often still using imported foreign amalgam even in children. 

  

We know from firsthand experience that amalgam is not needed in dental care because:  

 

• Mercury-free fillings superior to amalgam: they are long-lasting, easier to repair than 

amalgam, and better preserve tooth structure (which must be removed for amalgam 

placement, weakening the tooth).  

• The cost to purchase mercury-free materials is similar to the cost of amalgam, and the 

labor costs are the same because dentists can place mercury-free fillings as fast as 

amalgam.  

• Mercury-free fillings are appropriate for all patients – even for challenging cases in 

people with extensive dental caries, low-income individuals, and children with 

disabilities.  

 

Our military personnel and their families, Native Americans, institutionalized people, and low-

income children deserve better than mercury from government dental programs.  We recognize 

that a highlight of your career is a deep concern about major uses of mercury.  You now have the 

opportunity to end amalgam in federal dental programs with the stroke of a pen.  We urge you to 

order all HHS agencies to stop buying and using this mercury product.  Thank you.  

 

 

Sincerely, 
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Dentists 

 

 
Rueben C. Warren, DDS, DrPH, MDiv, Georgia  

Lisa Siddall, DDS, Michigan 

Robert D. Rousseau, DDS, Michigan  

Roberta Cann, DMD, Georgia 

William Domb, DMD, California 

Jim Maxey, DDS, Oklahoma 

Joan L. Sefcik, DDS, Texas 

David W. Regiani, DDS, Michigan  

Tak Ching Au, DMD, California  

Robert B. Stephan, DDS, Washington 

Gisella Angarita, DDS, California 

James E. Hardy, DMD, Florida  

Richard D. Fischer, DDS, Virginia  

Gyu Hwang, DDS, Virginia  

Lori A. Cardellino, DMD, California 

Bill Osmunson, DDS, MPH, Oregon 

Larry Hanus, DDS, Iowa  

Shafiulla Khan, DDS, Maine  

Eugene Sambataro, DDS, Maryland  

Steve Markus, DMD, New Jersey  

Karen M. Mega, DMD, Rhode Island 

Grant H. Layton, DDS, Utah 

Donald D. Perman, DMD, Oregon  

Griffin Cole, DDS, NMD, Colorado  

Peter S. Evans, DDS, Virginia   

Ronald S. Carlson, DDS, Hawaii 

Zac Cox, BDS, United Kingdom 

Kevin Boehm, DDS, Illinois 

Frank Jerome, DDS, Indiana 

Charles F. Smith, DDS, Virginia 

Randall G. Viola, DDS, New Hampshire   

Vince Sessions, DDS, Texas 

Theresa Rodeghero, DMD, Florida   

Michelle Janbakhsh, DDS, Maryland 

Karl A. Anderson, DDS, NMD, Minnesota 

Louis M. Steinberg, DDS, New Jersey 

John A. Rothchild, DDS, Colorado 

Sandor Hites, DDS, California 

Patrick Weimer, DDS, Louisiana   

Michael D. Margolis, DDS, Arizona 

Margaret Elizabeth Rayne, DDS, DND, Texas 

Donald Ritzman, DDS, California  

Alan Noelck, DDS, Arizona  

Gregory Johnson, DDS, North Dakota 

Wiley Green, DDS, Indiana 

Anthony R. Bennardo, DDS, Illinois  

Graham Garber, DMD, PhD, Rhode Island 

Mark A. Breiner, DDS, Connecticut  

Judith Whitcomb, DDS, New Hampshire  

Angelina Dedvukaj Salem, DDS, Michigan  

James G. Lundstrom, DDS, North Dakota  

Matthew F. Carpenter, DDS, Texas 

Jesus Carlos Ornelas, DMD, Mexico 

Lea Kristine Ornelas, DDS, Mexico 

Chester V. Clark, Jr., DDS, MPH, Arkansas  

Rupesh Udeshi, DMD, JD, Rhode Island 

John Laughlin, DDS, Wisconsin  

Gary A. Larsen, DDS, California  

Walter Fonfara, DMD, Connecticut  

Alexandra Nguyen, DMD, Rhode Island 

Simon Pun, DDS, Rhode Island  

Maureen Viglielmo, DDS, New York 

Toni Engram, DDS, Texas 

Shaunak Badheka, DMD, Texas 

Sanda Moldovan, DDS, CNS, California 

Lee N. Sheldon, DMD, Florida  

Jeffrey Williamson, DDS, Oregon 

Claire Stagg, DDS, Florida  
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Beata Carlson, DDS, Florida  

Mikey Thomas, DDS, Florida  

John E. Augspurger, DDS, Colorado 

Alireza Panahpour, DDS, California 

Shepard DeLong, DMD, Oregon 

Jeeyoung Han, DMD, Oregon 

Elliot Green, DMD, California 

Chris Kammer, DDS, Wisconsin 

Chris Edwards, DDS, ND, Florida 

Donald Robbins, DMD, Pennsylvania  

Anne Meyer, DDS, Oregon 

Dan Madden, DDS, Washington   

Samuel Gafencu, DDS, Michigan  

Cody Kriegel, DDS, Iowa    

Paul G. Wilke, DDS, Texas 

     

 

 

Dental hygienists, dental assistants, dental office staff, and other health professionals 

 

 

Dawn Ewing, RDH, PhD, Texas 

Frances Horning, RDH, New Jersey  

Samantha Burrell, BRDH, Rhode Island   

Amanda Kirwan, BCDA, Connecticut   

Vanessa De Oliveira, Dental Administrator, Rhode Island  

Courtney Maymon, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Anna Michelle Olivares, RDH, Rhode Island  

Carol Vander Stoep, RDH, BSDH, OMT, Texas  

Victoria Bowmann, PhD (homeopathy), Arizona 

Michelle Anariba, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island  

Tara L. Newcomb, MS, RDH, CBDH, Virginia 

Cristina Oliviera, Dental Receptionist, Rhode Island 

Nekeya Scholfield, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island  

Susana Maria Cardoso, Dental Assistant, Virginia  

Carrie Francis, Dental Administrator, Rhode Island 

Stephanie Correira, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Brooke McLaughlin, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island  

Jen Udeshi, Office Administrator, Rhode Island 

Adrienne Cox, RDH, Rhode Island  

Jacqueline Rodriguez, Dental Assistant, Virginia  

Chantal Sullivan, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Alexandra Niewiecki, RDH, Rhode Island  

Lynne Malloy, Office Administrator, Rhode Island  

Damon Sparks, RDH, Virginia  

Shirley Gutkowski, RDH, Wisconsin  

Larissa Thatcher, RDH, Indiana  

Jennifer Chauvin, RDH, Rhode Island  

Cathryn S. Lemberg, RDH, Virginia  

Kathy Holmes, RDA, Texas 

Heather Roberts-Williams, RDA, Texas 

Kendra Kearns, RDH, Montana  

Chantel Janeiro, RDH, Rhode Island  

Nycole Timas, RDH, Rhode Island  

Stephanie Slaughter, RDH, Texas 

Regina Alarie, RDH, Rhode Island  

Elyse Thaler, RDH, Rhode Island  

Rebecca Coelho, RDH, MS, Virginia  

Tia Lowell, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Ashley Tasca, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Catarina DaSilva, Office Admin, Rhode Island 

Barbara Tritz, RDH, Washington  

Ashley Laliberte, RDH, Rhode Island 

Michele Marsh, Front Desk, Virginia  

Jessica Burns, RDH, Rhode Island 

Nicole Brunelle, RDH, Canada 

Bethany Rocchio, RDH, Rhode Island 
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Evelyn Baez, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Kathryn Gilliam, RDH, Texas  

Dessence Ronan, Dental Assistant, Rhode Island 

Rinalyn Torres, Administrator, Rhode Island 

Mara Grisham, RDH, BSDH, Texas 

Dianne Acceturo, RDH, Rhode Island 

Sue Levesque, RDH, Rhode Island 

Jaymie Haley, RDH, Rhode Island 

Victoria Medeiros, RDH, Rhode Island 

Mark A. Mitchell, MD, MPH, Connecticut  

Teresa Franklin, PhD (neuroscience), Pennsylvania 

Tzena Berha, Front Desk, Virginia 

John Parks Trowbridge, MD, Texas 

Akbar Khan, MD, Florida  

Gerald D. Natzke, DO, Michigan  

Robert Rowen, MD, California  

Charles C. Adams, MD, Georgia  

Margo Roman, DVM, Massachusetts  

Steve Davidson, DO, Arizona 

Patti K. Wooldridge, RN, Arizona  

Kathleen Day, RN, California 

Rebecca Painter, MD, Wyoming 

Carmen Baker, RDH, Ohio 

 


